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OUTLINE TOPICS IN THE HISTORY OF OLD 

TESTAMENT PROPHECY. 

VII. 



By William R. Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



PROPHECY OF ISAIAH AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

LITERARY SOURCES. 

i. Contemporaneous Hebrew Sources: 1 



9 
10 
ii 

12 

13 



737 B. C. Is. 6. 2 

736-735 B. C. Is. 2-4. 

735-732 B. C. Is. 5 : 1-25 ; 9 : 8-10 : 4 ; 5 : 26-30. 

732 B. C. Is. 7 : 1-9 : 7 ; 17 :i-ii. 

725 B. C. Mic. 1-3. 

722 B. C. Is. 28; 19 (?). 

711 B. C. Is. 20: 1-6; 21 : 1 -10. 

Mic. 4, 5. 
711 B.C. Is. 38; 39; 1 (?)• 
702 B. C. Is. 29-32. 

701 B. C. Is. 10 : 5-12 : 6 ; 14 : 24-27; 17: 12-14. 
701 B. C. Is. 18; 33; 36; 37. 
701 B. C. Psalms 46, 47, 48, 76, 75 (?). 



1 Isaiah 24-27 (Israel's affliction and redemption); 13: 1-14:23 (Fall of Baby- 
lon) ; 34, 35 (Destruction of Edom), 40-66 (Restoration of Israel) belong to other 
periods. 

2 Cf. on Isaiah, Ewald, Prophets of the 0. T. II. ; Kitto, Daily Bible Illustrations, VI.; 
Kay, Isaiah (Bible Comm. V. ) ; W. R. Smith, The Prophets of Israel, 235-316 ; Cheyne, 
The Prophecies of Isaiah; Orelli, 0. T. Prophecy, 255-305 ; Briggs, Messianic Prophecy, 
180-219; Giesebrecht, Die Immanuelweissagung, St Kr, 1888, part 2, 217 ft; Driver, 
Isaiah, his Life and Times; Sayce, Life and Times of Isaiah; Orelli, The Prophecies of 
Isaiah; G. A. Smith, The Book of Isaiah (Exp. Bible) I ; Delitzsch, Bib. Comm. on the 
Prophecies of Isaiah, I.; Giesebrecht, Beitrage zur Jesaiakritik ; Reich, Jesaias; Blake, 
How to Read Isaiah (How to Read the Prophets, II.) ; Kirkpatrick, The Doctrine of the 
Prophets, 141-200; Driver, Introduction 2 , 194-231; Dillmann, Der Prophet Jesaia ; Duhm, 
Das Buch Jesaia; Nagelsbach, The Prophet Isaiah (Lange) ; Rawlinson, Isaiah (Pulpit 
Comm.), I. 
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14) Psalms 12; 6; 30; 39; 62 ; 66: 13-20. 

15) 680 B. C.(?) Mic. 6-7:6. 

16) 660 B. C. Nahum 1-3. 

2. Events as derived from Monumental Sources, about 854-640 B.C. 1 

1. Revolt of Mesha king of Moab from Ahab of Israel. 2 

2. 854, at the battle of Karkar, Shalmaneser II captures 
2000 chariots and 10,000 people from Ahab of Israel, one 
of the allied forces. 3 

3. 842, Jehu of Israel pays tribute to Shalmaneser II. 4 

4. 738, Uzziah (Azariah) of Judah pays tribute to Tiglath- 
pileser III. 5 

5. 738, Menahemof Israel pays tribute to Tiglathpileser III. 6 

6. 734, Ahaz of Judah pays tribute to Tiglathpileser III.' 

7. 733, Tiglathpileser III. slays Pekah of Israel and sets 
Hoshea on his throne. 8 

8. 722, Samaria, having been besieged by Shalmaneser IV, 
is captured by Sargon. 9 

9. 701, Sennacherib captures many cities and takes much 
spoil from Hezekiah. 10 

* For the chronology in general, cf. Wellhausen, Die Zeitrechnung des Bucks der 
Konige seit der Theilung des Reiches, JDTh, 1 870, 607-40 ; Kamphausen, Neuer Ver- 
such einer Chronologic der hebraischen Konige, ZAtV, III., 193-202; Schrader, CO 
T, I., 320-25. 

' Inscription of Mesha on the " Moabite stone," cf. Smend and Socin, Die Inschrift 
des Kbnigs Mesa von Moab; Meyer, Geschichle des Altertums, I., 390-95 ; Driver, Notes 
on the Hebrew Text of the Books of Samuel, LXXXV.-XCIV. ; Sayce, Higher Criticism 
366 ff. 

3 Inscription of Shalmaneser II, cf. 3 R, 8, 11. 91, 92; KB, I. 172 f. ; Schrader 
COT, I., 182-6 ; Meyer, Geschichle des Altertums, I., 392 f.; Brown, Assyriology, its Use 
and Abuse, 53-62. 

* Inscription of Shalmaneser II, cf. Layard, Inscriptions in the Cuneiform Char- 
acter, 98 : 2 ; Schrader, COT, I., 199 ff. ; Meyer, Geschichle des Altertums, I., 396, 412. 

s Inscription of Tiglathpileser III, cf. 3 R., 9, 1. 2 ; KB, II. 24-7, Schrader, 
COT, I., 208-14 ; Meyer, Geschuhte des Altertums, I., 446-53 ; Winckler, Altorientalische 
Forschungen, I., 1-23; McCurdy, Hist. Proph. and the Monuments, 413 ff. 

6 3 R. 9 :2, 1., 50; KB, II., 30 f. ; Schrader, COT, I., 281-4. 

' 3 R. 67 ; KB, II., 20 f. ; Schrader, COT, I., 255 f. 

8 3 R. 10 : 2, 1. 28 f. ; KB, II., 32 f.; Schrader, COT, I., 247 f., 251 f. 

' KB, II., 54 f., Schrader, COT, I., 263-7; Meyer, Geschichle des Altertums, I., 454 f. 

10 Inscription of Sennacherib, cf. I R, 37-42, col. 2 171, 72, col. 3 : 11-41 ; 3 R, 
12 : 23-32; KB, 92-97 ; RP', VI., 88-91; Schrader, COT, I., 277-310; Meyer, Geschichte 
des Altertums, I., 467 ff. 
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10. The Siloam inscription, dating probably from the reign of 
Hezekiah. 1 

11. 675, Manasseh pays tribute to Esarhaddon. 2 

12. 667, Manasseh pays tribute to Ashurbanipal. 3 

13. Ashurbanipal carries Manasseh away captive to Babylon. 4 
3. Later Hebrew Sources. 

1 ) The later material of the Books of Kings. 

2) The Books of Chronicles. 

2. LIVING PROPHECY. 

1) The destruction of Damascus by Tiglathpileser III 
(732 B.C.). 

2) The capture of Samaria by Sargon (722 B.C.). 

3) The defeat of Egypt and Gaza at Raphia (720 B.C.). 

4) The invasion of Philistia by Sargon (711 B.C.). 

5) The capture of Babylon (710 B.C.). 

6) The Egyptian political party. 

7) Hezekiah. 

8) The invasion of Sennacherib (701 B.C.). 

9) The work of Isaiah. 

10) Manasseh. 

1 1 ) The work of Micah. 

12) The invasion of Egypt by Ashurbanipal (664 B.C.). 

13) The fall of Thebes (660 B.C.). 

14) The work of Nahum. 

3. DESCRIPTIVE AND PREDICTIVE PROPHECY.s 

I ) The exaltation of Jehovah's mountain, Isa. 2 : 2-5. 

2) The idolatry and luxury of Jerusalem, 2 :6-i 1. 

'Socin, ZDPV, III., 54 £.; Kautzsch, ZDPV, IV., 102 ff., 261 ff.; Guthe, ZDPV, 
IV., 250 ft; Guthe, Die Siloahinschrift, ZDMG, XXXVI., 725-50 ; Sayce, Higher Criti- 
cism, 376-84. 

2 Inscription of Esarhaddon, cf. 3 R. 15, 16, col. 5; 13; KB, 148 f ; Harper, 
Hebraica, III., 177-85 ; Schrader, COT, II., 39-43. 

3 Inscription of Ashurbanipal, cf. KB, II., 238 f. ; Schrader, COT, II., 39-43. 

< Cf. Schrader, COT, II., 53-9. 

s In order to show very clearly the relation of the descriptive and predictive ele- 
ments, and to distinguish between the predictions which relate to the immediate future 
and those which relate to the more remote future, the entire material is given in one 
list, descriptive sections in roman type, predictions of the immediate future in italic, 
and predictions of the remote future in black-faced type. 
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3 ) The impending judgment upon objects of nature, idols, men 

and women, 2 : 1 2-4 : 1 . 
4 ) The purification of Zion, 4 : 2-6. 

5) The vine and its bad fruit — woes, Is. 5 : 1-24. 

6) The judgments already sent (blighted crops, war. anar- 
chy, internecine strife, defeat), 5:25; 9:8-10:4. 

7) The great judgment about to come {foreign invasion), 
5:26-30. 

8) The publication of Isaiah's inaugural vision, 6. 

9) Isaiah's unavailing message to Ahaz, Is. 7 : 1-9. 

10) The sign — Imrnanucl, given to Ahaz, 7 : 10-17. 

1 1 ) Pictures of future desolation, 7 : 18-25. 

12) Tablet Maher-shalal-hash-baz, 8:1-4. 

13) The coming of the River, Assyria, 8 : 5-8. 

14) An exhortation to fear Jehovah, 8:9-15. 

15) Prayer for the preservation of his message, 8 : 16-18. 

16) Warning not to resort to necromancy, 8 : 19-20. 

17) Darkness of the times, 8:21-22. 

18) Future light, joy, liberty, peace, and the child, 9:1-7. 

19) The impending destruction of Damascus, 17:1-11. 

20) The coming judgment upon Samaria and Judah, Mic. 
1 :2-i6. 

21) The sins of the leaders the occasion of the judgment, 
Mic. 2, 3. 

22) The coming judgment upon Samaria ; evil politicians, Isa. 
28. 

23) Egypt s terror at JehovaJi' s approach ; her conversion to Jeho- 
vah, Isa. i9(?). 

24) Egypt shall be taken captive ; Judah dismayed, Isa. 20. 

25) The vision of the fall of Babylon, Isa. 21 : 1-10. 

26) The story of Hezekiah's sickness and recovery, Isa. 3.8. 

27) The present of Merodach-Baladan ; the rebuke of 
Isaiah, 39. 

28 ) The exaltation of Jehovah's house, Mic. 4 : 1-4. 

29) The people restored ; the Davidic kingdom revived, Mic. 4 : 5-10. 

30) The chosen people changed, Mic. 4:11-13, 

31) The birth of a new ruier and his dominion, Mic. 5 : 1-8. 

32) The destruction of warlike implements and of idols, 5 : 10-15. 
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33) The mistaken policy of the Egyptian party; the terrible 
approach of Jehovah, and the coming of the Assyrian army ; 
the times of peace and righteousness beyond. Isa. 29-32. 

34) The Assyrian army, now in the North, shall suddenly per- 
ish, while Judah shall survive, 10 : 5-23. 

35) Why should Judah fear? Assyria is close upon us, but 
shall perish, 10:24-34. 

36) David's sprout shall spring forth, righteousness, and universal 
peace, 11 : 1-9. 

37) In spite of difficulties, this picture of peace will be realized, 

II : IO-16. 
3°) The song of redeemed Israel on that glorious day, 12 : 1-6. 

39) Assyria's army shall be broken, 14:24-27. 

40) Assyria's army shall suddenly perish, 17: 12-14. 

41) Ethiopia's help is not needed ; Jehovah is sufficient, 18. 

42) Assyria shall perish, Judah prosper; Judah's present dis- 
tress, but the glory, security, and delight of the new state, 33. 

43) The narrative of the speech of Sennacherib's officer, 
the request, its refusal, etc., 36. 

44) Hezekiah's grief; the message to Isaiah; the answer, 

37=1-7- 

45) A second message, Hezekiah's prayer; Isaiah's answer, 

the destruction of the Assyrian army, 37:8-35. 

46) Hymnal celebration of the wonderful deliverance, Pss. 
40, 47, 48, 76, 75(?). 

47) Psalms having their origin at some time during this 
period. 

a) The supplication of a prophet, Ps. 12. 

b) A sick-bed experience, Pss. 6 and 30. 

c) An honest complaint, Ps. 39. 

d) A nobleman's defense, Ps. 62. 

e) A sacrificial song, Ps. 66: 13-20. 

48) Jehovah's controversy with the people because they 
have abandoned him, Mic. 6: 1-5. 

49) Jehovah's sharp denunciation of the people, Mic. 6:9-16. 

50) Judah is wicked, corrupt, rotten, Mic. 7: 1-6. 

51) Jehovah is a jealous God, inflicting vengeance on his 
enemies, but a fortress for his people, Nah. 1: 1-8. 
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52) Jehovah will destroy Nineveh and free Judah, 1:9-14. 

53) The means, manner and cause of Nineveh's destruction 
2:1-3:7. 

54) The absolute certainty that all this will take place, 3:8-19 
4. THE PROPHETIC WORK. 

1) Isaiah. 

a) His skill in adjusting himself to circumstances. 

&) His methods of handling material. 

c) His use of figurative language. 

d) His fondness for contrast. 

e) His literary style. 

/) His power as an orator. 

g~) His work as a politician or statesman. 

( 1 ) In connection with Ahaz. 

(2) In connection with Hezekiah. 

(3) His home policy. 

(4) His foreign policy. 

2) Micah. 

a) The evidence that he regards the situation from the 

countryman's point of view. 
6) Irony, paronomasia, simplicity, energy. 
c) Points in respect to which he had deeper insight 

than Isaiah. 

3) Nahum. 

a) The question of his residence, Judah or Assyria. 

3) The literary style. 

c) The immediate purpose. 

4) Prophetism of 740-640 B.C. 

1. The first half of the century. 

1 ) In relation to the monarchy. 

2) In relation to the priesthood. 

3) In public affairs. 

2. The second half the century. 

1) In large measure lacking. 

2) Antagonized by the monarchy. 
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5. SUMMARIES OF THE PERIOD. 1 

1. Ideas concerning " Right living" "Worship," Covenant." 

1. In Isaiah and Micah, prophetism in its labor for "right- 
eousness " seems to reach its climax. They speak 
against monopolists, short-sighted politicians, minis- 
ters of state, corrupt judges, perverters of moral dis- 
tinctions, the masses themselves in their faithlessness, 
and in their proneness to the most debasing acts. 
They plead for the orphan and widow. Life, public 
and private, is scrutinized and held up to view. Lux- 
ury and extravagance, debauchery and drunkenness, 
injustice and corruption, hypocrisy and scepticism are 
rebuked. 

2. Formal worship and routine ceremonial are denounced, 
as of no value, indeed injurious. Jehovah cannot 
endure it. He wishes purity and uprightness. 

3. The relationship of Jehovah to his people is one which 
cannot be broken. While he must punish them, he 
must also be faithful to his covenent. Hence there 
will be a "remnant" to which these promises will be 
fulfilled. 

2. Ideas concerning " God." 

1. The majesty of God is largely dwelt upon. 

2. The holiness of God is the most conspicuous attribute 

3. The new name, " Holy (=faithful) one of Israel." 

4. The love and longsuffering of God. 

5. The jealousy of God. 

6. The "oneness" of God. 

3. Ideas concerning " Man," "Sin," "Death." 

1. Israel's troubles all due to the sin of the nation. 

2. This sin largely that of the leaders. 

3. Israel has been a sinner from the beginning; the state 
is completely rotten. 

1 For Isaiah and the other prophets of this period, cf. R. P. Smith, Prophecy a 
Preparation for Christ, 254-322; Duhm, Die Theologie der Propheten, 149-93; W. R. 
Smith, The Prophets of Israel, 191-373; Orelli, O. T. Prophecy, 255-313; Briggs, 
Messianic Prophecy, 180-219 Kirkpatrick, The Doctrine of the Prophets, 141-252. 
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4. The only satisfactory punishment for the national sin 
is death of the nation. 
4. Ideas concerning "Deliverance." 

1. The nation must first pass through a judgment; this, 
in the case of Northern Israel, is the destruction of 
Samaria ; in the case of Judah, that of Jerusalem. 

2. A feature of this judgment is the captivity, which 
shall follow the destruction. Micah sees the Baby- 
lonian exile. 

3. Israel is to take a great place among the nations in 
the future. Restoration will take place, and harmony ; 
the nation will be honored by all nations, who, indeed, 
will accept Israel's religion. 

4. Afterwards, the ideal kingdom will be established ; no 
more war, universal peace. 

5. The ruler of this kingdom will be a child, born under 
peculiar circumstances, of David's line, a reformer, 
divinely endowed, extending blessings to the whole 
world, a ruler of peace. Isaiah and Micah picture 
this ideal personage. The time of his coming is 
indefinite, but the coming and the character of it are 
certain. 



